
THE BACKGROUND
• Formosa Plastics, a Taiwanese company, wants to build a massive petrochemical complex in St. James Parish, 

Louisiana, just a few miles away from an elementary school in Welcome, La. 
• The proposed facility includes two “ethane crackers” — plants that turn fracked natural gas into pellets used 

to create plastic water bottles, grocery bags and other throwaway products. 
• The proposed location of the plant has the largest African-American population and the lowest mean 

household income in St. James Parish. That community will bear the brunt of this harmful project.
• This stretch of the Mississippi River, referred to as Death Alley or Cancer Alley, already has more than 100 

industrial plants contributing to high rates of cancer, respiratory problems and other diseases.
• This project is part of the fossil fuel industry’s push to increase North American plastic production by 40 
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FORMOSA: A CORPORATE POLLUTER
• The plant would operate 24/7, emitting more than 

13 million tons of greenhouse gases each year. 
• The project would release over a million pounds 

of chemicals per year that affect the respiratory, 
reproductive and immune systems, and are known 
to increase risk of cancer after long-term exposure.

• Formosa has racked up $14.6 million in federal 
and state fines since 2000, including Clean Air Act, 
Clean Water Act, and Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act violations.

DROWNING IN PLASTIC POLLUTION
• Expanding dirty, dangerous plastic production 

in Louisiana will harm local communities and 
contribute to the global plastic pollution crisis. 

• Formosa’s plant would create 2.4 million tons per 
year of raw plastic for throwaway plastics, which 
is the most common type of marine pollution. 

• Marine species have been harmed by ingesting 
plastic that travels throughout the ocean food 
web and ends up in the food we eat — including  
seafood essential to Louisiana’s economy and 
culture, such as clams, oysters and fish.

FORMOSA IS A RISK TO OUR COMMUNITIES
• Formosa Plastics has received $35.5 million in tax 

relief from Louisiana since 2008, and its St. James 
project has been promised $1.5 billion in tax breaks. 
Yet the jobs created by this project will likely likely 
go to construction workers from out of state. 

• Formosa would eliminate important drainage 
areas, creating runoff for nearby homes, churches 
and businesses and increasing the risk of flooding 
in a hurricane-prone area. 

• The carbon pollution from this project will directly 
contribute to climate change, which drives sea-level 
rise and extreme storms (like Hurricane Harvey) 
for Louisiana and other communities. 
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https://truthout.org/articles/petrochemical-giants-are-slowly-killing-black-louisiana-communities/
https://www.sciencealert.com/humans-consume-over-74-000-microplastic-particles-each-year-without-knowing-it
https://www.theadvocate.com/new_orleans/news/business/article_4ee148fa-4715-11e8-a53b-2b350073db9d.html

